Calendar No. 1698 


82p CoNnGrREsSs SENATE Re PORT 
2d Session 











GERTRUDE MANHAL 


JUNE 16 (legislative day, JUNE 10), 1952—Ordered to be | inter 
= 
> 5 
es TY 
Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, subinitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H, R, 2221] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2221) for the relief of Gertrude Manhal, havi ing considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Gertrude Manhal. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required 
visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Germany on September 18, 
1901, and is a citizen of Czechoslovakia. She last entered the United 
States on November 11, 1947, as a foreign government official destined 
to the Czechoslovakian consulate in Cleveland, Ohio. She resigned 
in 1948 when the Communist regime took over her country. She is 
presently employed by the Council of Free Czechoslovakia. 

A letter dated August 17, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 

Aucust 17, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Represeniatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cnrarirman: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2221) for the relief of 
Gertrude Manhal, an alien. 
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The bill would provide that Gertrude Manhal shall be considered to have 
been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the 
date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It 
would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the proper quota-control 
officer to deduct one number from the number of displaced persons who shall 
be granted the status of permanent residence pursuant to section 4 of the Displaced 
Persons Act of 1948, as amended (50 U. 8S. é App. 1953). 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Miss Manhal, a citizen of Czechoslovakia through her father, was 
born in Munich, Germany, on September 18, 1901. She entered the United 
States at the port of New York on November 11, 1947, when she was admitted 
as a foreign government official under the provisions of section 3 (1) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924. 

The files further reflect that Miss Manhal’s father was born in Dobrenice, 
Czechoslovakia, and died in Ramsau, Germany, on December 31, 1950. Her 
mother is presently residing in Ramsau, Germany (American zone). She has 
no relatives in the United States and only two relatives still residing in Czechoslo- 
vakia. Miss Manhal lived in Munich with her parents until about 1926, when 
she completed high school and obtained employment as a clerk with the Czecho- 
slovakian consulate in Munich. From there she was transferred to Sofia, Bul- 
garia, where she was stationed until 1937, when she was transferred to the Office of 
Foreign Affairs in Prague, Czechoslovakia. In August 1944, while in the city of 
Prague, she was taken prisoner by the Nazis and for a time was held at Terezin, 
Czechoslovakia, and later placed in the women’s concentration camp located at 
Ravensbruck, Germany, where she remained until May 1945, when she was set 
free by the Russians. She was returned to Prague and placed in a hospital there 
for about 1 year. After her release from the hospital she returned to the Czecho- 
slovakian Foreign Service in that city and held the position of chief clerk in the 
Cabinet of Jan Masaryk, who was then the Foreign Minister. She remained there 
until November 1947, when she was transferred to the Czechoslovakian consulate 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Miss Manhal worked as a secretary at that consulate until 
March 1948, when she resigned from that position because of her opposition to 
the Communist regime which had taken over her country. After her resignation 
she took a factory job with the National Rayon Corp., remaining there until 
February 11, 1949, when she came to Washington, D. C. Since March 7, 1949, 
she has been employed as an office clerk at the Council of Free Czechoslovakia, 
where she earns $270 a month. 

The quota of Germany, to which Miss Manhal is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and a quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In that respect her case 
is similar to that of many other aliens who desire to become lawful permanent 
residents of the United States but who are unable to do so because of the over- 
subscribed condition of the quotas to which they are chargeable. Miss Manhal 
is illegally in the United States inasmuch as she is no longer maintaining the 
status for which she was admitted to this country, and she has been engaged in 
unauthorized employment since March 7, 1949. Although Miss Manhal claims 
that she cannot return to Czechoslovakia without fear of persecution, there ap- 
pears to be no reason why she cannot return to her home in the American zone of 
Germany, where her mother is now residing. The record fails to present any 
facts which would justify the enactment of special legislation granting her a 
preference over the many other aliens in foreign countries who are awaiting their 
turn for quota numbers. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Karl C. King, the present sponsor of the bill, has 
submitted to the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
the following information in connection with the bill: 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED StTaTEs, 
House oF RePRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., Mau 8, 1982. 
Senator Par McCarRAn, 
Immigration Subcommittee, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Senator McCarran: I am writing you in the interest of H. R. 2221, 

a relief bill submitted by my predecessor, the late Congressman Albert C. Vaughn, 
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for the relief of Gertrude Manhal. This bill was considered and passed by the 
House on April 1 and referred to your committee for further consideration. 

Any information that I might add at this instance would only be repetitious 
to that already presented before the House Immigration Subcommittee of which 
Dr. Jurag Slavik, former Czechoslovak Ambassador to the United States and my 
office presented on March 18, 1952. 

The above named interested party, Miss Manhal, was admitted to the United 
States as a foreign government official for an indefinite period of time November 
11, 1947. Her documentation of travel was as a Czechoslovak service worker. 
The issued passport No. 8-47 on October 21, 1947, to the Czechoslovak Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs was for the purpose of being employed by that government 
here in the United States. 

Miss Manhal is a member of the Czechoslovak Foreign Service and is presently 
employed by the Council of Free Czechoslovakia now here in Washington and 
recognized by the State Department. Upon her entry to the United States, she 
was employed as secretary to the Czechoslovak consulate in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and assumed her official duties immediately upon arrival in this country and is 
still employed in that capacity. Miss Manhal was forced to resign her affiliations 
with the Free Czechoslovak Government in April of 1948, at which time the 
Communist coup took over Czechoslovakia. Her resignation was arrived at 
through a will of her own because of her lifelong convictions of freedom and a 
democratic government and her stanch opposition to communism and the Com- 
munist seizure of Czechoslovakia. 

There is every indication, after talking with Miss Manhal, that she can no 
longer return to Germany or to the country of her choosing, which is Czecho- 
slovakia, because of retaliatory measures taken against her that would result in 
an ultimate confinement at hard labor or even eventual death. 

Miss Manhal, having been born in Germany of Czechoslovak parentage, has 
never served allegiance to that country, in any respects or manner. I am positive 
that Miss Manhal is 100 percent loyal to our country and should not be forced 
to leave this haven and go back to the misery of Europe and its potential dangers 
for her liberty and life. She possesses many linguistic talents in the short time 
of her stay in this country and has learned how to read, write, and speak English. 
It sadly reminds me of the Nazi terror which took place a few years ago, throwing 
out the Jew intellectuals from their country, not seeing the damage that they 
have done to themselves. I honestly hope this country will not commit the same 
mistake of unjust formalities. 

I therefore would appreciate any courtesies extended to this bill and early and 
favorable consideration accorded by your Senate Committee. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Karu C. Kina. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2221) should be enacted. 
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